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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1, 7, 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Ryan 
et al (U.S. patent 6,766,027). 

Regarding claims 1 and 19, Ryan teaches a loudspeaker assembly that comprises a baffle 
(17, 19, and see col. 3, lines 27-28), a tweeter assembly (13), a woofer frame and a woofer 
assembly (15, 49, figure 1, 3, 4, 5). As shown in figures 1 and 5, the woofer frame is an integral 
part of the baffle, and the woofer assembly is mounted within the woofer frame. 

Regarding claim 7, Ryan teaches the non-metallic baffle that is reinforced as claimed 
(figures 1, 3 and col. 4, lines 1-9). 

Regarding claims 17 and 19, as broadly claimed, Ryan shows a baffle (19) and the 
woofer frame (17, 43, 49) that are one unitary component of the loudspeaker assembly, or the 
baffle (17, 19) and the woofer frame of the woofer (15) that are one unitary component of the 
loudspeaker assembly. 

Claim Rejections '35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 10/711,218 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2615 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-6, 8-16, 18 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ryan et al. (U.S. patent 6,766,027). 

Regarding claims 2-3, 9-10, 14 and 20-21, Ryan does not specifically teach the woofer 
assembly (15) that consists of a back plate, a magnet, a top plate, a coil, a spider, a surround and 
a cone as claimed. However, the examiner takes the Office Notice that providing a woofer 
assembly including a magnetic circuit having a back plate, a magnet and a top plate, a coil, a 
spider, a surround or suspension and a cone diaphragm is known in the art. 

Since Ryan does not restrict to any type of the speaker assembly (15); it therefore would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to provide an electro-dynamic type that includes a 
magnetic circuit, a coil, a spider, a cone diaphragm and a suspension for the speaker assembly 
(15) of Ryan for an alternate choice of providing a powerfiil speaker system. 

Regarding claims 4, 1 1 and 22, as shown fi"om the drawings, the woofer assembly (15) is 
installed into the speaker assembly fi-om the fi:'ont (figure 1). 

Regarding claims 5, 12, 16 and 18, Ryan shows the woofer fi^ame (17, 19, 43, 49 and/or 
the fi-ame for the assembly 15, figures 1, 2, 5) that is created as an integral part of the baffle. 
Ryan does not specifically teach the molding of the woofer fi-ame and the baffle. However, Ryan 
does show the woofer (15) that is formed with the fi-ame (17, 19) as one unit. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to mold the woofer (15) 
with the baffle (17, 19) of the Ryan speaker device for providing a better assembly to the device. 



Application/Control Number: 10/71 1,218 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2615 

Regarding claims 6 and 8, Ryan teaches a loudspeaker assembly that comprises a baffle 
(17, 19, and see col. 3, lines 27-28), a tweeter assembly (13), a woofer frame and a woofer 
assembly (15, 49, figure 1, 3, 4, 5). As shown in figures 1 and 5, the woofer assembly is 
mounted within the woofer frame. 

Ryan does not teach the speaker system that is used in an outdoor setting as claimed in 
claims 6 and 8. However, Ryan does not restrict to any applications for the speaker system (coL 
1, lines 12-14). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use the speaker system, 
of Ryan to an outdoor setting for greater application. 

Regarding claims 13 and 15, Ryan teaches the non-metallic baffle that is reinforced as 
claimed (figures 1, 3 and col. 4, lines 1-9). 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 10/03/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Responding to the arguments about the limitations of the woofer frame being an integral 
part of the baffle, the Applicant should note that the woofer frame (15) of Ryan is attached to the 
baffle. Further, according to page 628 of Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1990), the 
term "integral" means "formed as a unit with another part". As shown by figures 1, 2, 3 and 5, 
the woofer frame is formed as a unit with the baffle. 

Responding to the arguments about "molding the woofer frame and a baffle as a unitary 
component", the examiner refers to the Office Action. Further, as shown in the drawings, the 
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7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to HUYEN D. LE whose telephone number is (571) 272-7502. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:30AM-6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, SINH IRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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^ PRIMARY EXAMINER 



